Exercise

When practicing calligraphy, it is said to be
extremely beneficial to imitate and copy an-
cient famous writings. Above all, we admire

Wang Xizhi (£38.2).

The engraved
text of the
severe and
simple touches
from the Beiwei
era (ALBH) is
particularly

interesting  to

‘mitate. Lanting Xu by Wang Xizhi

There are many grand masters from the
early Tang (J&) period, such as Ouyang Xun
(FXF%#9), Yu Shinan (JE1HR), Zhu Suiliang
(82 R), and many more.

In Kana cal-
ligraphy, it is
often unrealis-

% ) tic to identify

N E e the author.
., o U Instead, we
L 2 usually use the
Koyagire name of a book

or a handscroll.

Koyagire (/&
#7Y)) is believed to be the most beautiful
Kana text in history.  Other examples
include Sekidobon Kokinshu (BIF A5
%£) and Sunshoan Shikishi (SIRAREE#K).

Script Style

There are 5 script styles in Kanji.
o Seal script(tensho 5¢Z)
o Clerical script(reisho #£&)
o Cursive script(sosho F.&)
 Semi-cursive script(gyosho 175)
o Standard script(kaisho #4&)

Kana was created in Japan by modifying
the cursive script to phonetically express
Japanese words.

Exhibitions & Competitions

Among the numerous exhibitions and com-
petitions held every year, the 'Nitten’ (H &)
is regarded as the highest rank. The Nit-
ten Exhibition takes place in November, and
only about 10 percent of the submissions
from enthusiasts throughout the country are
selected for exhibition.

Enjoy Calligraphy!

Matsumoto Regional
Calligraphy Society

50th anniversary celebration

Categories

The calligraphy has several categories.

« Kanji: Writing poems written in Chinese
Kanji characters.

» Kana: Writing poems written in
Japanese Kana characters.

o Mixture(Chowa-tai): Writing modern
Japanese poems/sentences using a mix-
ture of Kanji and Kana.

o Seal Carving: Calligraphy works are
completed by stamping a seal, but the
act of carving the seal itself is also a part
of calligraphy.

Kanji and Kana have distinct characteris-
tics, and the mixture can be created in either
a Kanji-prone style or a Kana-prone style.

Expression

The following elements should work for the
outcome of the creation.
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